doctrine of beginnings
I. Vocabulary.

A. The Hebrew feminine noun tyviare (re’shiyth--beginning) is used 51 times and the primary meaning deals with what is first or what begins a series; it is very often translated as beginning.  Gen. 1:1, 10:10
1 It is derived from the noun varo (ro’sh), which means the head (Gen. 3:15), top (Gen. 28:12), or summit.  Ex. 19:20
2 Another cognate is !AvarI (ri’shon), which means first (Gen. 25:25), former (Num. 21:26), or best.
3 When tyviare (re’shiyth--beginning) is used with a prefixed B (b), it has the idea of in or at a beginning.
B. The Greek noun ἀρχή (arche--the commencement, origin, or beginning) is used 55 times; it can refer to one with whom a process begins.  Col. 1:18
1. Because there are so many beginnings in life, the term is never found with the definite article, even when a definite beginning is in view.

2. Like the Hebrew term, it can be used with the prepositions ἐκ (ek--from; Jn. 6:64) and ἀπό (apo--from) to mean from a beginning.  Matt. 19:4,8

3. It is also used with the preposition ἐν (en--in) to mean at or in a beginning.  Jn. 1:1; Acts 11:15

C. When considering the beginnings referenced in the Bible, this doctrine will work from the most ancient beginning and work to the most recent.

II. The most ancient beginning found in the Word of God is the beginning of eternity past, which is essentially a beginning apart from time.

A. In eternity past, the only thing in existence was the Godhead; as the second person, God the Son eternally preexisted all things.  Jn. 1:1-2, 17:5,24; Col. 1:15-17

B. God’s wisdom is personified in the book of Proverbs, which indicates that wisdom existed eternally with God.  Prov. 8:22-31
C. God’s plan of salvation by faith in Christ was part of His eternal purpose and existed from eternity past.  IITim. 1:9
III. The second beginning chronologically deals with the creation of the angelic hosts.
A. In order to reveal Himself and manifest His glory, God created intelligent moral creatures in order to share His glory and engage in His service.  Ps. 103:20-21; Heb. 1:14

B. All angels were created in a state of sinless perfection; there were no internal or external motivations or incitements to sin.  Ezek. 28:13,15

C. The fact that they were created before the material universe indicates that they were present when the Son spoke the universe into existence.  Job 38:4-7

D. With the fall of Satan, one-third of the angels chose to accept his viewpoint, joined his rebellion, became enemies of God, and will share in his damnation.  Rev. 12:3-4; Matt. 25:41

IV. At some point following the creation of the angels, the next beginning came to pass; this beginning focuses on the creation of the universe.  Gen. 1:1
A. All things were spoken into existence by God, but the actual agent of the physical creation was God the Son.  Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:3
B. Prior to this beginning, there was nothing except the Godhead and the angels; God the Son then created the material universe ex nihilo, which is a Latin phrase that literally means from nothing.
1. This is contrasted with another Latin phrase ex nihilo nihil fit, which argues that nothing comes from nothing; this view was apparently first advocated by Parmenides (c. 475 BC).
2. Later, Lucretius (a Roman philosopher c. 100-50 BC) formally developed this theory; he was a pioneer in the study of evolution and his ideas would pave the way for Darwin’s work in “evolutionary biology”.
C. However, the Bible explicitly teaches that it was God’s word, and not the use of visible, existing materials, that was responsible for the physical creation.  Ps. 33:6-9; Heb. 1:3 

V. The introduction of sin into the universe is called a beginning.  IJn. 3:8

A. Since God cannot be associated with sin or evil, and is not the agent or sponsor of sin, one must discover how it was introduced into a perfect creation.  Hab. 1:13; James 1:13
B. The answer is found in Satan, who manufactured the first sin of pride when he became impressed with his created beauty, although he had been created in a state of perfection.  Ezek. 28:12-17

C. Following his fall from perfection, Satan issued his manifesto (a public declaration of his intentions, motives, and views), which involved his own plan to become God.  Isa. 14:12-14

D. His action served as the beginning point for the angelic conflict.

VI. The next beginning is to be found in the Garden of Eden, when Satan convinced Adam and Eve to violate God’s directive.
A. Jesus identifies Satan as a murderer from some starting point, but does not specifically indicate who his victims were.  Jn. 8:44

B. However, he does identify the nature of his attacks against the human race; he operates within the realm of lies and is the originator of lying.  

C. His first human victim was Eve, followed shortly by Adam.  Gen. 3:1-6

D. The spiritual murder of Adam and Eve resulted in the formation of the old sin nature, which then brought spiritual death to all mankind.  Rom. 5:12

VII. The public ministry of Jesus Christ is the next beginning; He was the first to proclaim the gospel.  Mk. 1:1; IJn. 1:1
VIII.
Jesus is called a beginning since He was the first to experience bodily resurrection.  Col. 1:18

VIII. Peter speaks of the day of Pentecost as a beginning; it serves to inaugurate the dispensation of the Church Age.  Acts 11:15 

IX. Salvation, which leads to experiential sanctification, is referenced as the beginning of the Christian experience.  IJn. 2:7,24, 3:11
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